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Of the 1 4h. 4ch. Month, called June, iN Behalf of the 


eople called Quakers. 


HE firſt part of your third Mercury finds an An- 

{wer in the Conclufion of ours to your ſecond ; 

yet fince you make ſuch a Voiuminous Puther 

about &. B.'s words of the Body of Chriſt, as well 

| as of the Letter to G. F; taking up in their Ag- 
wation, more than the room of ſeven other Charges, we 
If the Nature of this 
a Light, Subſtance or Spiritual Body that is in all of them, be 

I, as it muſt be, becauſe, according to them, a diviſible Sub- 

, *then there's plain Penetration of Dimenſions, and every Qua- 

& carries about a?! Tranſubſtantiation in his Belly. But why pray 
&* muſt it be a material Subſtance ? Do you fin it in the firſt 
", 4, & 9. for there is our Light afſerted and deſcrib<d. 


You | | 
|| thats Life of the Word is our Light, and your Light if you pleaſe. 
| you has Word was Life, and that Life the Liohrof Men, and that was 


grue Light, that lichteth every Mar that comes into the World, 1s 


7 tual one? Andif it be a Spiritual one, is it, or is it needful it 


| - "That Life no Subſtance ? And if it he, 1s it a Mate 1al or $Spiri- 
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for to us 'tis pure Quakeriſm. 


ſhould be a Diviſthle one * Conſider well, is the Sun divided be- 


cauſe all ſee by it ? No more is Chriſt: So that biviſtbility is 
your owj Conceit, and not our Opinion or Conſequence of it, 
but of} your miſtaking it ; And all the Tranjub/iantiation you 
though# was in our Belly, proves, at laſt, to be in your own 
Heads 7 and *tis hoped this will help to get it out for. you, 

Again, you ſay, If Immaterial, let *em make ſenſe of it that can, 
How now Athenians! have you ne- 
ver met with Immaterial Subſlances in your Reading ? Then ſurely 
you have Travell'd but a little way in the Commonwealth of 
Letters, Both the New and Old Philoſophy muſt be Strangers 
toyou ; and which is worſe, you are ſo to the Bible. Waſh 
your Eyes therefore, I pray, and turn to Fob. 6. from +*©, to 63. 
and tell us if you will or can, Who 1s the Living Bread there 
that comes down from Heaven ? And what is that Fl-ſh and 
Blood Chriſtians muſt feed upon, if they would be ſave! ? Here 
is an Immaterial Subſtance or Body for you, one of God's provi- 
ding, that you in derifion call pure Cuakeriſm ; but very glad we 
are of it, and ſhould be more, that you were better acquainted 
with it. We pity your extream Ignorance of Heavenly Thing. ; 
for nothing <clſe could make you ſo groſs or ahutive upan ſv 
Eſſ-ncial a part of Religion, and us for aflertiag it, Take not. 
that ftritly which is ſpoken with Conſtruttion, nor that pro- 
perly or literally, which is figuratively and my ſtically expreſt 
or to be underſ{too1, and we ſhail n-ither appear ſo Monſtrous, 
nor you ſv much miſtaken, You-may wring as great Inconſt- 
ftency out of Scripture as any other Rook, if you take that 
Courſe to expound it, Be therefore juſt to us, and ſhew you 
would Inform us, or be Informed bv us, as ſometimes you 
would have us to believe , but do not jeer at what you do not 
underſtand, nor charge what you do not know. For your Ag- 
zravation of the Letter ro C. F., and the confilent Concluſions 
you make of our 1192rry, they are buth untrue and abuliye ; 
It is not our Principle, it was never our PraQtice ; abhoring 
utterly that extravigant as well as unchriſtian Imputation ; no 
People or Teſtimony, fince the World hnegan, laying Man lower 
than we have done, even to a fault in our Adverſaries appre- 
henſion. For we have not only oppoſed an Idolatry to Crea- 
tures or Workz of Mens Hands, which is the groffer ſort, but 
that of the Mind alſy : The Worſhip Men too- generally and tov 
zealouſly pay td their own Imazinations or the 1dea's they have 
framed to themſelves of God and Chriſt, and will at any rate 
make others do ſo too if they can. A refined Idolatry too ma- 
ny are guilty of that exclaim againſt the other ; and very per- 
nicious to the Souls true Knowledge and Enjoyment of God and 
Chrift. 

Your Fifth Charge is, That we. deny the Trinily, But you 
ſhould in Juſtice, have added, of Perſons, with all the Sch-0l- 
Nicetizs and Diſtintions that belong to that ſort of explication 
of Scripture ; for to that only it is your firſt Proof refers, viz. 
w. P.*s Sandy Foundation, Pp. 12. © For the Scripture no where 
« calls God the Holy Three of Iſracl, but Holy One of Iſrael. And 
if he had ſaid Imrgined Trinity, Pp. 16. as you cite , which he 
do2s not in the Copy we lave;it o:ght not to be ſo heinous with 


you, ſince Three Perſons are not to be found in the Bible, which 
you exalt for the only Rule of Faith, And if you will not allow 
that Council to be Infallible that formed that Article above 
3oo Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, as to be ſure you will not, 
| hope ir muſt be their Imagination of the Text, if not a Divine 
Inſpiration. Your Proof, 1 Fob. 5. 7. There are three that bear 
Record in Hezven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
theſe three are one, will not ſupport your Charge, becaufe it con- 
tains not the Matter controverted in it, viz. Three Perſons, for 
that is the Point in Controverſy. Let it ſuffice, if vou pleaſe, 
that we believe the Scripture, tho' we rejet that lnterpreta» 
tion ; and that we own Three Witnefles, and that thoſe Three 
are One ; without allowing the Intricacy and Confuſion of the 
Schools. 

Your Second Proof is from Sweet Sips : But that's no Quaker's 
Buok, and ſt no Proof upon us. Be more cautious another time, 
and know better what you do. 

Your $ix*h Charge, Tha: we bold the Soul Slezp;, you your 
ſclves retratt, but would have it a Fruit of your Ingenuity ; and 
becauſe we would Incourage a thing ſo rare with vou; we will 
at this time ſpare your Difingenuity in making it. But, as if yon 
were more troubled at our being Clear than Guilty, and at 
your ſelves for miſſing the Blow at us, than for abuſing us, to 
recover that Slip, and to make us amends, your Jngenuous Re- 
crattion ends tu cwo other Charges. 

1. That we D-ny the Reſurret1on of the Body. 2, The Diſtin# 
Exiſtence of the Soul after D:ath. Your Proof for the firſt is 
G. Whitebeal's ſaying, ** That he did not helieve his Body 
« ſhould riſe again after Death : ( Buſt G. 17, denies that to 
be his Anſwer: ) And William Penn's not denying it to Fohn 
Falage, Whereas the» aniwer no otherwiſe than what the A- 
poſtle faid to the Corinthians, Tha: ſowel not that body which ſhall 
be, 1 Cor. 15. 37. How isitthena Crime to deny your groſs 
Conceit of the Reſurre&ion ? for in all Scriptural reſpe&s we 
reverently and joyfully own the Reſurrefion, as we have good 
canſe to do of all People. And if you helieve that Death came 
by Jin, That Innocent, Wiſe, and Upright Man, F. Pennington, 
2 Prin. p. 34. was not out of the way ty ſay, that what we loſt 
in the fir} Adam we regained in the ſecond ; and the ReſurreQion, 
to be ſure, is not the leaſt part, which is alone through him 
that was himſelf the firſt begotten from the dead, And for Sweer 
Sips, tho" none of ours, yet no proof for you, for the very quo- 
tation owns the Reſurrettion. But Curious Queſtions we avoid 
and count them the Fooliſh and Unlearned Ones that the Apofile 
forbad, 1 Tim. 6. 4, 5. 2 Tim. 2. 22, 23. being more fvlici- 
tous that we appear accepted with God, than with what 
Podies we ſhall appear. 

2, That we Deny the Diſtin# Exiſlence of the Soul, is 2s falſe 
as that we aflert the Soul Neps ; but, perhaps, you think that 
Sweet $1ps will help you out, Ch. 26. but for that very Proof 
you owe us another Rerrattion ; and we wiſh you may do it more 
ingenioufly than you did your laft. 

Your Seventh Charge is, That we bave been Iookt upon as By- 
blows of the Jeſuits, 1f ſo, upon what Church, pray you, did 
they beget us? Bur out of the abundance of your Hearts your 
Mouths ſpeak, and that fou'ly, and falſly too, too often. But 
your Proofs for this ? by, mojt Writers ſay ſo. Do they ſo ? 
where are they pray, and for what reaſons? but you ſay not a 
word of that. This you cannot think a fruit of your Ingenuity 
but it ſzems, if we would peru'e Ignatius's Life, we'd think him as 
Errant 4 Ouaker as William Penn himſelf. So that while you 
take it ill of ns to refer you, fur our belief, to our own Books, 
and den't write new ones, totell you our Religion, you taks 
upon you to ſend ns to-other Peoples Rooks to learn nar own, 
and. that with RefleAions alſo. In this. whatever you think, you 
are not over modeſt or reaſonable. But if Jaſide, be Outfide 5 if 
Spirit, be Forms 3 Plainneſs, Tomp 5, Convition, Implicis Faith; and 
Chriſt; Kingdom be of this Worl4, you are in the right, or elſe you 
abuſe us. ; 

Your Eighth Charge makes us to dexy the Plenary Satisf aiTion 
of Chrift, and to reſt upon our own Merits. 'Tis ſome comfort 
to us, that there is not one Charge that isa Text of Scripture, 
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or delivered in Scripture-phraſe. Where do you find Plenary 
Satisfation in the Bible ? or what do you mean by it ? You 
that would have it the only Rule, ſhould make it yours. You 
cite F. N.'s Love 10 the loſt, p. 7. his Righteouſneſs imputed, or put 
into the Creature ; and this you ſquib at, not conlidecing that A- 
braham was really righteous, when his Faith was imputed, or gc- 
counred to him for righteouſneſs; or you will charge the Holy 
Ghoſt with wrong reckonings. But any thing rather than have 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs within Men. Pray read 1 Sam. 22. 15, 
Pſal.-32. 2. and you will find impute or imputeth ſo applied. 
Your ſecond Proof is R. B. p. (no where) ſaying, we are juſti- 
fied by Chriſt formed inus, And lo we are in the compleat ſenſe 
of the word ; for the word comprehends remiffion of ſins that gre 
paſt upon repentance, and ſanificarion, or being made holy 3d 
juſt inwardly. And to be plain with you, we do bclieve, 1/t, Thas 
Chriſt died for all, and js @ propitiatton for the fins of the World, 
1 Jo. 2. 1, 2. 2dly, That he was herein tbe effett rather thin cauſe 
of the Father $ love ; as Jo. 3. 16. & 1 Jo 4. 9, 10. God ſo loved 
the world, &c. 3dly, That Fuſtification, as taken for remiffion of 
ſin, accounting Penitents 45 juſt as if they had nor ſinned, reters to 
Chrift as a Propitiation. He was 0ur common Offering for Sin ; and 
as the word is taken for man's being made inberent]y juſt and 
holy, it refers to Chriſt as the ſanttifier of his People ſo that 
*tis Chriſt ſtill, every way, by which we hope for ſalvation. And for 
our Works, even the beſt, ſuch as James meant, Fam, 2, they 
are rewardable,. but not meritorious ; becatiſe there 1s no pro- 

ortion between the Work and Woges ; an the Wages of Sin is 
Death, but the Gift of God is Eternal Life, through Feſt Chriſt our 
Lord, Rom, 6. 23. ft 

Your Ninth Charge is, That we deny the Diviniyy of Chriſt, 
(but your Reaſons ſhame your Charge) and this thry do with a 
witneſs, ſay you, if they make him nothing but themſelves : But if 
we don't, what have you made of your (elves, think you ? Who 
of us ever ſaid ſo? Are we the Light that Iighterh all that come into 
the world ? or did we make the World ? Indeed you are very groſs. 
Your other Proof is as lame ; you ſay, we deny him to be God ; 
but not a word of ours cited to that purpoſe, for we believe, 
that Chrift was God manifeſted in the ficſh ; as Fo.1.14. 1 Tim, 
3. 16s 

Your Tenth Charge is Antartick to your Ninth : For now you 
ſay we more plainly To his Humanity, Thus you make us ſhift 
and take turns at Faith, till you have left us nonz : But what 
are your Proofs ? G.F. Myft. p. 71. © Chriſt is not Humane ; 
* where doth the Scripture ſpeak of Humane ? we deny the word 
< Humane, But that all Readers may deny you, till you deny 
your ſelves, the pleaſure of Abuſing us, we'll repeat the place as 
It lies. 

Prieft ſayeth Chrif”s Humane Nature, &c. 

G. Fox Anſ. ** Where doth the Scripture ſpeak of Humane ? 


© The word A@wunmane, whorr ic it written 2 cell ne, thac We lay 
&« ſearch for it ? Now we do not deny, that Chriſt according 10 the 
« feſh was of Abraham, but not the word Humane; and Chriſt's 
« Nature is not Humane which is earthly, for that is the firſt 
« 4dam, Now Athenians, if you can, bluſh! What 5 make us dc» 
- ny that Chrift came of the Seed of Abraham after the Fleſh, by a 
Place that owns it, and that owns it fully, ſcripturally, and as 
itſhould be owned and worded by Chriſtians, that uſe the form 
of ſound words given them by the Holy Ghoſt, denying vnly a 
School-Term borrowed from the Ground ; This 1s hard, 

Thus you ſerve us alſo in your laſt Charge, where you will 
have us to deny Angels, Spirits, Heaven, and Hell, and fo make 
an end of us and our Religion. And to prove it, you bring a 
Book, that is none of ours ; and not without injury to the Au- 
thor neither ; and then conclude us a Compendium of all Hereſres , 
naming 22 of them in rankand file, and a cum mubis aliis at the 
tail of them, But if tlicy had as foul play from their Judges as 
we have had from you, they will deſerve a better name. How- 
ever, you are obliged to us, that w2 have abbreviated Herehe 
for you, and yet you have nut convitted us of any one Point 
that deſerves that black name. V7: muſt ſay, we are ſorry to 
ſee you ad as if you thougnt us exempted from the common 
Claims of Humanity ; to be dealt with as you pleaſe, and as if 
Injuries .conld not be committed upon ſuch wretches as we are 
in your efteem : For you add, diminiſh, pervert, and that boldly ; 
and when you have ſhap't and dreft up the Monſter, you are plea- 
ſed to write Quaker upon bim, and then lead him about the. 
Streets in your Mercuries for a Show, at Pence a piece : God Al- 
mighty ſhew- you Mercy, that allow us none, but refuſe to be 
juft ; for after all your black Charges, you fall to asking what 
our Faith is, which ſhould have been firſt done. 

' You objeRted upon us, of turning the other Cheek ; ſaying, 
- it was patience per force. 
But you are miſtaken jn fat, we have put up legal Advan- 


tages many times, and endured and forgiven innumerable perſo- 


nal Injuries from thoſe out of Office as well as from thoſe that 
have been in Government, nay, often-times dared Cruelties and 
Oppreſſion witha literal conformity to the Text, Speak not ſo 
peremptorily of what you do not know, nor cannot imitate; 'tis 
ſtrange, that you expett better things from our Religion, than 
your own, and yet would have ours to he worſe, 

2. You ſay, It was not Conſcience, but an unaccountable, 
not to ſay brutal Stubbornneſs. You have endeavoured to rob 
ns of our Religion, will you now rob us of our Suffering, and 
the good Intention of it too ? for that word of yours, autho- 


. . 1 wy Vuu, 
rizes all the Impriſonments, Plunders, Baniſhments, and Mrs 
ders we have luftered lince a People, and if we ſhould ſtrain con-! 
ſequences, intitles you as Errant Periecutors as BÞB. Bonner, OL 
Dr. Story. , | 

But, 3dly, You ſay we give hard words ; Do we ? ſuch as 
the things call for, doubtlels ; 1 hope no perſonal KRefic&ions ?: 
Yes, Whitekead complains of a new rerlecution 3 and with very 
good realon, when the old ones are juſtified by you, and vou' 
proclaim us a Compendium of 22 Hereltes, with multi: airs at the 
_ of it 5 Which, in other words, is ſaying, Take them Dr. Vin- 
vid. 

Again, You take it ill, he ſays you make Beafts, and Devils, 
of us ; but what elle, pray, do-you make of us, when you cau- 
not make worſe of us than you have ? 


You add, That we call you Impertinent ; and pertinently * 


we think, to ramble as you have done, from your Province, to 
ſpread Invettives upon us. Wicked 3 what can you think it 
lels, to abuſe a whole People in the tendereft Point ? Fol- 
lowers of blind Guides, or how elſe could you have miſs'd your 
way ſo much? for 'tis plain, nothing can be more miſtaken : 
'Tisa wonder, fay vou, dumb Dogs don't come in too, tho we 
have no ſilent Meetings. We can't think why you ſhould won- 
der at that, ſince you know . how much you have Barkt at us. 
There is no danger of your being dumb, but deaf. And hace 
you brought in this to introduce your prophane Jeft at our ft- 
lent Meetings, we muſt tell you, you may ſee in your ſelves. 


the ule of Silence, by your abuſe of Speech ; and therein *7 


In ſhort, ve recommet)- of 7 ; 
"rave 


Defence for us, anda Reproof to you. 
ſilence to you, . as Fythagoras did to his Scholats, 
learnt to ſpeak better than you do. 

The next thing is your ten Queſtions 


till you has 


Query 3 and after charging us home, you ask, What*s or; 
lick? It fhews tuo great a levity for Men of your cly.' 
Senſe ; and, thu' not Entiufiaſtical, yet, it you will no# Ly 


gry, it looks very filly : But becauſe for that reaſon it ULSTER 4 
aVe an Antwer, tho? leaſt of al ti 1 Fats 
zut, before we part, pray ,n8 l-#71) 


look malicious, you may h 
your lakes, by another hand. 


this alung with you : Our Religio! and the True Keligion,s' 14 


makes People truly religious, is the Fear of God planted i he Ez 


» an unreaſonable7---; 
well as an unſuitable Conclution ; for you firſt Judge, and 11ſcy 
Ou! 
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Soul by the Grace of God, which ſanttifhes and rules the F.n4 the v- 5 
and - flcQtions, and not Creeds of Words, tho' never {q truwphy © 
for the Devils have Knowledge and Faith, but their Knowledgey 7. 


does not work by Obedience, or their Faith by Love; and 
therefore they are never the hetter four it: Nor are wicked 
Men, as the World ſhews. Religion then is a Divine Experience 
and Work in the Soul, by the Divine Spirit. 1t is Regeneration, 
and that a new Creature, Gal. 6, 15,16. And as the Jew inward 


is the Circumciſion of the Heart, fo is that the Charafter of a 
eruc Cluiſtian, A ſhort Creed of words ſerved of old with 


upright Heart. Thou art the Son of God, Theu art the X ing of Ii 
vos NathaniePs Confeſhon, RIGS my God, a Ekgs 
his RetraCtion and Creed, Fo. 20. 28. And Peter's Confeſſion bf 
Faith js little larger, Manh. 16. 18. Thus alſo the Blind, Lame, 
and Sick, that came believingly to him. 

To be a Chriſtian then was to be like Chriſt, Meck, Hnm- 
bile, Holy, Loving, Patient ; and this his Light aad Spirit 
maketh thoſe that embrace them, Unto which we refer and 
cxhort you, and all to whom theſe Papers may come, as the 
great Agent of Man's Happineſs ; deſiripg cearneftly that our 
care may be about our Contormity to our Saviour, rather than 
Contro veriies about him; fince the true Religion is to; be ike 
Chrift, 1 Pet, 2. 21. Chap. 3. 10,11 12. 1 Fob. 2.6. Say not 
then that we value our Title to Chriſtianity by Human Laws ; 
you wrong us much : Ours hath 2 higher Claim and ſo muft 
yours, if you expett to be ſaved by it, We ſpoke nut of being 
therefore Chriſtians in God's Account, but of being eſteemed 
enough, to live quieter than your InveRives ſeem to It us, a- 
mong Men. But it is not the leaſt part of the Croſs we bear, 
to be, in almoſt every thing, ſo much miſunderſtood, and by 
ſome ſo evilly repreſented. One while they will have us deny 
the Divinity of Chriſt, another while the Humanity, Sometimes 
we muſt be Socinians, then Sabelliens. Very often we are told 
that we expett to be ſaved by our own Works ; and as often 
that we will do nothing anleſs the Spirit move us. Again, ſome- 
times we are ſaid to ſend all co el! but our ſelves ; and pre- 
ſently we deny any ſuch thing, Ay, we are accuſed with Idolatry 
to Mens Perſons, and yet ſcorn'd for denying al Honours or 
Reſpets to the Perſons of Men, Juſt thus we are made to dif 
own all Miniſtry, and by and by accuſed, That every one among 
us is a Miniſter or may \be ſo. It would be tedious to repeat the 
Contra diftions and abſurd Dilemma's Men have brought themſelves 
into, by their raſh and unjuit- Actempts againſt us ; which they 
will eaſily perceive, that pleaſe to peruſe ſome of our Contro- 


#verſial Tradts, as Kuſticus ad Academicus, the Chriſtian Quaker, in 


two Parts, R. B.'s Apology and Defence, Quakeriſm a New Nick- 
Name for old Chriſtianity, and the Rejoyner in its Defence, the 
Way cal Up, Reaſon againſt Railing, and Wiſdom juſtified of her 
Children, &c, In which our Belief is diſtinguiſhed and defended 
againſt the Abuſes, Men, through Ignorance or Prejudice, have 
put upon it, God Almighty enlighten and forgive chem 5 that 
is the worſt of our Wiſhes, for their many hard Speeches againſt 
us and our Holy Profeſſion > Concluding, your well-wiſhing 
Friends, after all your Unfriendly Uſage. 


—_— 


_ ny NIN _ 


—_—_ 


—_ — 


= COLI DL IO nn ae nn er rr 


—— 
— ee e—_ 


| —_— 


LONDON : Printed for Thomas Northcort in George-yard in Zombard-/irect, 1692, 


an 1 
tha 


